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WORLD COAL MARKET DEVELOPMENTS – WORLD COAL PRODUCTION AND 

SEABORNE TRADE 

Notable event in August 

China’s state-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission approved the merger of the 

country’s largest coal producer, Shenhua Group, with a top-five power company, China Guodian 

Corporation, creating the world’s largest power utility, worth more than $270bn.  

The new group, State Energy Investment Group, will merge both the mining operations, 421 Mt of coal 

for Shenhua and 59 Mt for Guodian in 2016, totalling 480 Mt, and the power capacities, 142 GW for 

Guodian and 84 GW for Shenhua in 2016, totalling 226 GW, of which around 77% (174 GW) are coal-

fired capacity. For comparison, this new group had a higher coal production in 2016 than the entire EU; 

while the power capacity is larger than Germany’s.  

 

Global coal production and trade 

China’s National Development and Reform Commission announced in July several measures aimed at 

reducing thermal coal prices, by expanding indigenous supply, including additional new mines to expand 

capacity by around 200-300 Mt in 2017. The Chinese Government was clear that metallurgical coal will 

not be affected by these measures which will likely decrease China’s metallurgical coal imports and 

reduce metallurgical coal prices in the coming years. 

Chinese domestic thermal coal production was further propped up by long delays in clearing thermal 

coal imports into ports and new guidelines requiring power plants to hold stocks of at least 15 days’ 

consumption. 

Cyclone Debbie affected several mines in Australia, reducing output, but smaller mines in Queensland 

are picking up some of the lost supply. The USA and Russia are also helping to cover demand. 

In the United States, exports of metallurgical coal increased, following the improved coal prices and 

large unused available capacity.  

While India’s thermal coal imports declined in the first half of the year, the global thermal coal demand 

in 2017 is still expected to increase, based on higher Chinese imports and higher Korean demand.  

In Europe, the five largest steam coal importing countries had mixed results in the first half of 2017 

compared with the first half of 2016. Germany slightly decreased imports to 25.5 Mt (-3%). Spain 

increased imports to 9.4 Mt (+30%), Italy increased to 8.0 Mt (+6%), the Netherlands increased to 7.9 

Mt (+13%) and France increased coal imports to 7.8 Mt (+18%). Except Spain, all the above countries 

recorded higher crude steel production in the first half of the year. 
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Corporate developments 

Coal companies are recovering, most making significant profits. Peabody, the world’s largest private-

sector coal company, announced its emergence from bankruptcy in April 2017, reporting an adjusted 

EBITDA of $659m in the first half of 2017.  Arch Coal reported an adjusted EBITDAR of $95.3m in Q2 

2017, compared with losses in the same period last year. BHP Group earnings (EBITDA) from its coal 

operations turned a corner in the first half of the year, increasing from $635m to $3 780m. Glencore’s 

coal division recorded a profit (EBIT) of $823m in the first half of 2017, after losses in 2016. South32, 

formerly known as BHP Billiton, also recorded a profit after tax of $1 230m in the first half of the year. 

Australia’s Whitehaven Coal made a record $291.4m in the first half of the year. Rio Tinto’s Energy & 

Minerals division increased underlying earnings to $652m, almost eight times in the first half of the year 

compared with last year. 

German power company RWE (operating income from Lignite & Nuclear, European Power and Supply 

& Trading and dividend from Innogy) reported an adjusted net income of €0.9bn in H1 2017 and 

announced that 90% of its lignite and nuclear power is sold for the next three years at a very competitive 

€27/MWh. 

 

Coal prices and trends 

Steam coal prices remained stable in the first half of 2017, at around 93 $/tonne. After a drop in May, 

prices picked up during summer and continued increasing in the autumn months, surpassing the 2016 

highs. The fundamentals for the price stabilisation were Chinese regulatory measures at mines and ports 

and higher demand from Korea and China. 

Concerning coking coal, prices oscillated, with a steep decline in the first months of 2017, then recovered 

to the high 2016 levels in April, declined again over summer and finally picked up pace in the autumn 

months. Partially explaining this price volatility was cyclone Debbie which hindered production in 

Australia, but was balanced by swing capacity in Russia and the US. 

 

  
Source: ECB; US Bureau of Labour Statistics; Trading Economics 

 

  
Source for currencies: ECB; OECD 

 

European carbon permit futures over the period 2018-2020 traded around 7.6-7.7€/allowance. On the 

spot market, allowances remained stable at around 5€/allowance in the first half of 2017, but reached 
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over 7€/allowance in October 2017. There is still uncertainty over the carbon permit price for 2020-2030, 

due to ongoing negotiations on EU Emissions Trading System reform. 

 

 
Source: VDKI, First week quotation of the month, basis 6000 kcal/kg (converted to 7000 kcal/kg) 

 

 
Source: VDKI, Frachtcontor Junge & Co 

EUROPEAN COAL MARKET 

  2017 (1-6) 2016 (1-6) 

  Mt Mt 

Hard coal imports 84.6 77.3 

Domestic hard coal production 41.0 43.6 

Lignite production 190.2 174.1 

 

The European coal market has seen a sharp reversal of the decline which started in 2012. A spell of bad 

weather and low electricity generation from renewables, combined with large outages from the system 

led to an increased usage and production of coal. This good news for the coal industry comes despite 

the dip in thermal coal prices and higher freight costs. Larger crude steel production contributed as well 

to higher metallurgical coal consumption. 
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HARD COAL 
 

Producing country* 2017 (1-6) 2016 (1-6) 

 Mt Mt 

Czech Republic 2.7 3.6 

Germany 2.2 2.6 

Poland 32.8 34.3 

Spain 1.7 1.2 

United Kingdom 1.6 1.9 

Total 41.0 (-6.0%) 43.6 
*Romania’s hard coal (0.4 Mt in H12017) now reported as lignite as per international norms 

 

Czech Republic 

Hard coal production in the Czech Republic amounted to 2.7 Mt in the first half of 2017 (-26% in 

comparison with the same period of 2016). Hard coal exports decreased to 1.22 Mt (-41% in comparison 

with the first half of 2016), mainly to Slovakia (0.5 Mt), Austria (0.3 Mt), Poland (0.14 Mt) and Germany 

(0.1 Mt), of which 0.75 Mt were coking coal. Hard coal imports in the first part of the year increased to 

1.86 Mt (+49%), mostly from Poland (1.68 Mt), Canada and Russia, of which 0.87 Mt were coking coal. 

In corporate news, OKD, the only Czech hard coal producer, has been insolvent since May 2016, but was 

profitable in the first half of 2017. In August, OKD’s creditors approved a reorganisation plan. According 

to the plan, the lifetime of OKD’s four deep mines should be as follows: the Darkov and Lazy mines until 

2018, the ČSA mine until 2021 and the ČSM mine until 2023. The mines and operating assets will be 

transferred to a newly established company, OKD Nástupnická, in which state-owned Prisko, controlled 

by the Ministry of Finance, should hold all shares. 

 

Denmark 

Danish coal imports remained relatively stable at 1.4 Mt in first half of 2017, compared with 1.5 Mt in 

the same period of 2016.  

DONG Energy announced that the 780 MW coal-fired Asnaes power plant will be converted to wood 

chips. This follows the strategy of the company to stop using coal at its power plants by 2023, replacing 

the fuel with wood pellets and wood chips.  

The Danish Energy Agency announced that consumption of coal is to rise dramatically to 127 PJ in 2030 

from 103 PJ in 2015, after dropping to 61 PJ in 2018. If DONG Energy (which changed its name to Ørsted) 

continues its plans to phase out all its coal power plants, then coal consumption will still remain at 

around 50 PJ. 

 

Source: Denmark's Energy and Climate Outlook 2017, p.37.  
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Renewable energy is expected to cover about 72% of electricity consumption by 2020, compared with 

56% in 2015. However, the share of renewable energy will drop to 62% in 2030, due to rising electricity 

consumption and discontinuation of the subsidy scheme for onshore wind. Many wind turbines reaching 

the end of their operational life will not be replaced, reducing wind’s share in the energy mix, only 

partially to be replaced by solar energy. 

In the alternative scenario, decreasing coal consumption from converted DONG coal-fired power plants 

is replaced by electricity imports (share of hours with consumption exceeding production capacity 

reaching 18.3% in 2020 and 30.2% in 2025). 

 

Finland 

Preliminary data for H1 2017 show that coal imports increased to 1.7 Mt, 1.0 Mt being steam coal.  

Finland's Olkiluoto 3 nuclear plant was delayed again from 2018 until May 2019. The Russia-supplied 

Hanhikivi-1 nuclear plant is scheduled to come online in 2024, but it has some safety and economy 

issues. A governmental official, Riku Huttunen, director-general of Finland’s Ministry of Economic Affairs 

and Employment, quoted by Reuters, announced that coal might be phased-out in 2030. However, 

taking into account the reliability problems of new nuclear units, neighbouring Sweden’s phasing out of 

two nuclear reactors and the need to stabilize the grid, the new law will allow coal power plants as a 

safety option to avoid black-outs.  

 

France 

France’s coal imports increased to 7.8 Mt in the first half of the year, from 6.4 Mt in the same period of 

2016. The steam coal imports fed the four remaining coal-fired power plants: 1200 MW Cordemais (EDF); 

600 MW Le Havre (EDF); 620 MW Emile Huchet (Uniper) and 600 MW Provence (Uniper). The Provence 

plant is in the process of being converted to biomass. 

 

Germany 

In the first half of 2017, coal production slightly decreased to 2.2 Mt from 2.6 Mt in the same period of 

2016. Coal imports have been at high levels, at 25.5 Mt, although slightly lower than in the first half of 

2016. Total coal and coal products imports stood at 26.5 Mt in the first half of the year, mainly from 

Russia (35.5%), USA (16.7%) and Colombia (15.6%). Hard coal’s share in gross electricity production 

decreased by 6.7%, in the first half of 2017 and stood at 51.9 TWh, covering 15.7% of the German 

electricity market. 

On corporate news, Peabody announced that it will consolidate its two-person Essen trading office with 

the UK-based team, at the end of June 2017.  

 

Ireland 

Preliminary data for coal imports for the first six months of 2017 is 1.3 Mt, including bituminous coal, 

anthracite, patent fuel and BKB. Hard coal imports were 1.2 Mt, 20% higher than the same period of 

2016. The current estimate for peat production is 2.0 Mt for the first six months of 2017, 33% higher 

than the same period in 2016. 

 

Italy 

Italian coal imports increased to 8.0 Mt in the first half of 2017, compared with 7.5 Mt in the same period 

of 2016. Italy reinforced its place as the second largest crude steel producer in the European Union, after 

Germany. This is reflected by increased coking coal imports.  

 

The Netherlands 

The coal-fired generation capacity of the Netherlands has increased in recent years, from 3.9 GW to 

4.7 GW, which is reflected in the higher coal imports, estimated at 7.9 Mt in the first half of 2017. 

The Rotterdam CO2 capture and storage demonstration pilot project (ROAD) suffered an important 

setback when Uniper and Engie, the utilities that started the project, exited the project. ROAD aimed to 
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capture carbon dioxide from a coal-fired plant in Rotterdam and store it in a depleted gas field in the 

North Sea. 

 

Poland 

Hard coal production in Poland slightly decreased in the first half of 2017 to 32.8 Mt, -4.4% compared 

with same period in 2016. The largest producers remain: Polska Grupa Górnicza (45% of the market), 

Jastrzebska Spolka Węglowa, mostly specialised in coking coal (23% of the market) and LW Bogdanka 

(14% of the market). 

Polish hard coal exports decreased in the first half of 2017, to 3.6 Mt (-27.7% compared with the same 

period in 2016). Imports of hard coal into Poland increased, to 4.7 Mt in the first half of 2017 (+20.5% 

compared with the same period in 2016), largely from Russia (2.9 Mt), Australia (0.9 Mt) and Colombia 

(0.3 Mt).  

Two new coal mines in Poland are speculatively proposed by Australia’s Balamara Resources and 

scheduled to start construction next year. The Nowa Ruda mine in South West aims to extract about 

1.5 Mt coking coal annually; while the Sawin mine in Lublin area is expected to produce about 3.0 Mt 

per year of thermal coal. 

 

Spain 

Coal production in the first half of 2017 was 1.7 Mt, a massive increase (+41.6%) from the same period 

of the previous year. Provisional figures for coal imports show an increase to around 9.4 Mt, from 6.6 Mt 

in the same period in 2016, following low renewable power generation.  

Coal-fired power plants generated 21.3 TWh in the first half of 2017, almost double the generation of 

the same period of 2016 (16.5% of the market). The solid performance of coal in balancing the market 

with low costs forced the Spanish government to reconsider the role of coal in the energy mix. 

 

Turkey 

Coal production and imports in Turkey remained relatively stable in the first half of the year. Hard coal 

production remained at the same level as in the first half of 2016, at 0.7 Mt; while lignite production 

increased to 26.5 Mt. Coal imports slightly declined to 15.8 Mt in the first half of 2017, from 16.1 Mt in 

the same period of 2016. 

 

United Kingdom 

In the first half of 2017, coal represented 8.3% of generation in the UK. Coal production was 1.6 Mt 

(down -15.8% compared with the same period of 2016) and imports stood at 4.0 Mt, following the 

decline in coal generation. The main coal suppliers to the market in the first half of 2017 were UK 

producers (1.57 Mt, 32%), followed by Russia (1.36 Mt, 28%) and USA (1.15 Mt, 24%). Coal stocks are 

now very low. 

The formal closure of all coal-fired generation by 2025 was announced discreetly by the UK Prime 

Minister in Canada, with further details promised later in 2017. UK monthly electricity generation by fuel 

shows clearly how gas has replaced coal in the UK electricity mix. 

Drax Group, the largest thermal coal user, postponed further conversion to biomass of its 4 GW coal-

fired power plant. It aims to contribute to the stability of the grid during the 2017/2018 winter, with 

three units on biomass and three on coal. 

On coal mining, West Cumbria Mining submitted its planning application to construct a new coking coal 

drift mine near Whitehaven, in northwest England.  

 

Ukraine 

Stocks at Ukrainian coal-fired power plants dropped to 1.1 Mt, mainly due to an anthracite deficit caused 

by the seizure of mining assets in Donbass in March 2017 and a G-grade coal shortage caused by the 

switching of coal units from A-grade (anthracite) to G-grade.  
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LIGNITE 

 

Producing country 2017 (1-6) 2016 (1-6)  

 Mt Mt 

Bulgaria 16.7 11.9 

Czech Republic 19.3 18.6 

Germany 86.5 83.8 

Greece  18.3 14.0 

Hungary  3.5 4.3 

Poland 30.7 28.3 

Romania* 12.3 10.6 

Slovak Republic 1.0 1.0 

Slovenia   1.9 1.6 

Total 190.2 (+9.2%) 174.1 
*Romania’s hard coal (0.4 Mt in H12016) now reported as lignite as per international norms 

 

Bulgaria 

Coal utilisation and production increased in the first half of 2017, in comparison with the same period 

of 2016. Lignite production increased to 16.7 Mt (+40.3% in comparison with the same period of 2016), 

while lignite deliveries to power plants stood at 16.9 Mt (+22.4%).  

ČEZ, owner of the coal power plant Varna with an installed capacity of 1,265 MW, announced in August 

that it had received binding offers for its assets, following interest from several investors.  

 

Czech Republic 

Brown coal production in the Czech Republic slightly increased to 19.3 Mt in the first half of 2017 (+4% 

compared with the same period of 2016), most being utilised in electricity production (14.9 Mt). Brown 

coal exports slightly increased to 0.4 Mt (+1%), mainly to Slovakia, Poland and Hungary. Brown coal 

imports were very minor, 0.07 Mt from Germany. 

Overall electricity generation slightly increased to 44.45 TWh (+3%) in the first half of the year. Hard coal 

(+2.9%) and brown coal generation (+4%) both increased, while hydro generation decreased by 37% 

and gas increased by 73%, but from a low level. The other electricity sources remained broadly the same.  

On policy, the Czech cabinet approved in June the country’s Raw Materials Policy covering the next 

fourteen years. In respect of brown coal, it notes the necessity to maintain a long-term ability to produce 

brown coal for tackling unexpected and unplanned developments in the energy sector. 
 

Germany 

Lignite production in first half of 2017 was 86.5 Mt in Germany, 3.2% higher than the same period of 

2016. About 90% of lignite production (78.0 Mt) was used in power plants to generate electricity and 

heat. Power generation from lignite was slightly higher in first half of 2017, at 75.2 TWh (2.4% higher 

than the same period of 2016). In primary energy consumption, brown coal increased by 2.9%, while 

nuclear energy dropped by 17.5%.  

By 2022, almost 26 GW of dependable thermal capacity (nuclear, coal, gas, oil) will leave the German 

system, with only 1.8 GW (coal and gas) scheduled to enter. The remaining capacity will have to shoulder 

the increasing burden of stabilising the German electricity grid.  

Other uses for lignite, briquettes and industrial products, had a good start to the year as well, production 

in January-June increasing by 2.4% to 3.17 Mt.  

The number of workers in the German lignite industry in August 2017 was 21 057, higher than at the end 

of 2016, although some statistical changes were made. 
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Greece 

Lignite is an important fuel for power generation in Greece, with about one third of the electricity market 

(31% in 2016). Lignite production is expected to be around 37.0 Mt in 2017, at PPC and smaller mines. 

Lignite-fired electricity generation in 2017 is expected to reach 16.8 TWh, higher than in 2016 (14.9 TWh). 

Currently, there are fourteen lignite units in operation with a total installed capacity of 4 337 MW. Six 

units with a total capacity of 1 812 MW will stop operation between 2020 and 2022. One lignite unit 

(660 MW) in Ptolemais is under construction. A new project is under consideration (450 MW). 

 

Hungary 

Coal production in Hungary stood at 3.5 Mt in the first half of 2017, lower than in the same period of 

2016. Most of the lignite was used in electricity production, 3.4 Mt. Coal imports are low, mainly from 

the Czech Republic, Poland and the United States, and stood at 0.7 Mt hard coal, mostly coking coal, 

and 0.1 Mt brown coal.  

Lignite-fired electricity provided 2.1 TWh, 13% of gross electricity generation in Hungary in the first half 

of 2017. 

The lignite-fired Matra power plant was reclassified as an asset held for sale as of Q2 2017 by the majority 

shareholder, RWE (50.9% stake). 

 

Poland 

In the first half of 2017, lignite production stood at 30.7 Mt, 8.3% higher than in the same period of 2016. 

Lignite-fired electricity provided 26.6 TWh of the 83.0 TWh (32.0%) gross electricity generation in Poland, 

higher than the share in 2016.  

In corporate news, Polska Grupa Energetyczna SA (PGE) acquired all EDF Polska assets, in a transaction 

valued at €1.4 bn and signed in May 2017. The transaction includes the hard coal-fired Rybnik power 

plant in Upper Silesia; the coal cogeneration plants of Krakow, Czechnica, Gdansk, Gdynia, Torun and 

Wroclaw; the gas-fired cogeneration plants of Zawidawie and Zielona Gora; and the heat distribution 

networks of Czechnica, Torun, Zawidawie and Zielona Gora, totalling 4.4 GW thermal and 1.4 GW 

electricity. PGE increased its electricity-generation capacity by 25%, to 15.95 GW. The agreement is 

conditional, PGE needing the approval of the Office of Competition and Consumer Protection and the 

Minister of Energy, among other conditions.  

 

Romania 

Lignite production increased to 12.3 Mt in the first half of 2017, most being mined by Oltenia Energy 

Complex, the second largest electricity company in Romania. The company enjoys a very strong year, 

both in terms of production and financially.  

The expansion of the mining perimeter is progressing at Rosia de Jiu mine, 8 Mt capacity, with support 

from the Ministry of Energy. 

 

Slovenia 

Lignite production increased to 1.9 Mt in the first half of 2017, 18% higher than the same period of 2016. 

Coal-fired generation provided 2.2 TWh, 30.1% of the net electricity production in Slovenia in the first 

six months of the year.  

Premogovnik Velenje, the coal mine producer in Slovenia with one of the most technologically advanced 

coal mines in Europe, changed status in August 2017 from a joint-stock company into a limited liability 

company. The decision made by the majority owner, Holding Slovenske elektrarne d.o.o. (HSE), allows 

100% ownership. The new status is simplifying the management structure of the HSE Group. 



TABLE 1

World Market Price evolution (Coal, Coke, Freight, Crude Oil)

MCIS Steam Coal Marker Price (7000kcal/kg)

Jan Feb March Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
cif-NW Europe
Steam Coal 2016 56.19 52.34 53.00 52.61 54.48 59.31 62.94 71.19 71.12 88.52 100.25 100.41
(US$/tce) 2017 101.15 97.64 91.16 90.50 85.93 90.25 97.81 97.79 103.06

Steam Coal 2016 51.74 47.18 47.75 46.40 48.17 52.82 56.86 63.49 63.43 80.28 92.83 95.24
(EUR/tce) 2017 95.30 91.75 85.33 84.41 77.72 80.38 84.98 82.83 86.50

Source: VDKI, McCloskey: First week quotation of the month, basis 6000 kcal/kg (converted to 7000 kcal/kg)

Freight Rates (USD/t)
R Bay/Rotterdam 2016 2.64 2.50 2.38 3.79 3.70 3.87 4.03 3.79 5.98 6.40 7.33 6.67
(Capesize) 2017 6.86 5.33 7.01 7.18 5.88 5.37 4.68 6.55 8.08 8.65

Newcastle/Rotterdam 2016 4.96 4.70 4.28 6.33 7.16 7.01 7.74 7.67 10.48 11.63 12.22 11.28
(Capesize) 2017 10.54 8.66 11.09 11.60 9.91 9.02 8.47 11.13 13.63 14.32

Bolivar/Rotterdam 2016 3.91 3.54 3.23 5.03 5.80 5.23 5.33 4.77 6.7 7.15 8.66 7.09
(Capesize) 2017 7.86 6.18 7.96 8.25 6.65 6.40 5.82 8.12 9.53 9.98

Source: VDKI, Frachtcontor Junge & Co

Currency Rates

USD / EUR 2016 0.92 0.90 0.90 0.88 0.88 0.89 0.90 0.89 0.89 0.91 0.93 0.95
2017 0.94 0.94 0.94 0.93 0.90 0.89 0.87 0.85 0.84

USD / RUB 2016 76.25 77.22 70.47 66.68 65.66 65.31 64.33 64.92 64.60 62.68 64.36 62.19
2017 59.96 58.39 58.10 56.43 57.17 57.82 59.67 59.65

AUD / USD 2016 0.70 0.71 0.75 0.77 0.73 0.74 0.75 0.76 0.76 0.76 0.75 0.73
2017 0.74 0.77 0.76 0.75 0.74 0.76 0.78 0.79 0.80

Source: ECB; OECD

Crude Oil (USD/Barrel)

Crude Oil 2016 26.50 28.72 34.65 37.86 43.21 45.84 42.68 43.10 42.89 47.87 43.22 51.67
2017 52.40 53.37 50.32 51.37 49.20 45.21 46.93 49.60 53.44 54.90

Source: OPEC Basket Prices



  TABLE 2

       WORLD SEABORNE COAL TRADE - STEAM COAL

Exporting Countries 2017 (1-6) 2016 (1-6) Diff. 2017/16 (1-6)
Mt Mt Mt

PACIFIC

Australia 97.2 96.9 0.3
Canada 1.0 1.0 0.0
China 3.4 3.8 -0.4
Indonesia 183.0 171.3 11.7
Russia 35.9 31.0 4.9
South Africa 31.9 27.6 4.3
USA 6.8 1.8 5.0

SUB-TOTAL 359.2 333.4 25.8

ATLANTIC

Canada 0.3 0.1 0.2
Colombia 36.4 38.3 -1.9
Indonesia 2.6 3.4 -0.8
Russia 40.8 37.7 3.1
South Africa 8.3 8.3 0.0
USA 9.4 7.0 2.4

SUB-TOTAL 97.8 94.8 3.0
Others and non-specified 7.6 4.7 2.9

TOTAL 464.6 432.9 31.7

incl. Anthracite and PCI-Coal
South Africa, Indonesia (1-6 2016) updated
Source: IHS Markit provisional data and own calculations



  TABLE 3

WORLD SEABORNE COAL TRADE - COKING COAL (inc. PCI-Coal)

Exporting Countries  2017 (1-6)  2016 (1-6) Diff. 2017/16 (1-6)
Mt Mt Mt

Australia 81.4 93.6 -12.2
Canada 13.4 13.1 0.3
China 1.9 0.8 1.1
Russia 11.4 10.0 1.4
USA 21.9 17.2 4.7
Others 0.0 0.1 -0.1

TOTAL 130.0 134.8 -4.8

Source: IHS Markit, provisional data and own calculations



 

TABLE 4

EU CRUDE STEEL PRODUCTION

COUNTRY

2017 (1-6)                     

Mt

2016 (1-6)                     

Mt

Austria 4.1 3.8

Belgium 4.0 3.9

Bulgaria 0.3 0.3

Czech Republic 2.5 2.7

Finland 2.1 2.1

France 7.9 7.2

Germany 22.2 21.9

Greece 0.7 0.6

Hungary 0.9 0.5

Italy 12.4 12.1

Luxembourg 1.1 1.2

Netherlands 3.4 3.4

Poland 5.1 4.4

Slovakia 2.5 2.3

Slovenia 0.3 0.3

Spain 7.3 7.3

Sweden 2.4 2.4

United Kingdom 3.8 3.9

Others 2.9 2.6

EU-28 85.9 82.8 29.0

Source: IISI



TABLE 5

EU Hard coal and lignite production and consumption

COUNTRY
1-6 2017             

Mt

1-6 2016              

Mt

1-6 2017             

Mt

1-6 2016               

Mt

Czech Republic 2.7 3.6 1.2 1.1

Germany 2.2 2.6 n.a. n.a.

Poland 32.8 34.3 15.2 27.3

Spain 1.7 1.2 10.3 n.a.

United Kingdom 1.6 1.9 4.5 7.4

EU-28* 41.0 43.6 n.a. n.a.

Ukraine 18.4 19.0 10.9 14.9

Turkey** 0.7 0.7 8.5 7.5

Lignite production

COUNTRY
1-6 2017             

Mt

1-6 2016              

Mt

1-6 2017             

Mt

1-6 2016              

Mt

Bulgaria** 16.7 11.9 16.9 13.8

Czech Republic 19.3 18.6 14.9 14.4

Germany 86.5 83.8 78.0 75.9

Greece 18.3 14.0 18.0 15.1

Hungary 3.5 4.3 3.4 4.0

Poland 30.7 28.3 n.a. n.a.

Romania** 12.3 10.6 n.a. n.a.

Slovakia 1.0 1.0 n.a. n.a.

Slovenia 1.9 1.6 n.a. n.a.

EU-28* 190.2 174.1 n.a. n.a.

Serbia 17.5 17.7 17.7 18.1

Turkey** 26.5 25.2 21.8 20.9

*large producers only

**Bulgaria-Fuel consumption in public TPPs not being surveyed from 2017. Replaced by inland deliveries.

**Romania-hard coal (0.4 Mt in H12016) now reported as lignite as per international norms

**Turkey-deliveries to thermal power plants (including imports for hard coal)

Provisory figues are with italics

 Hard coal production
Consumption of hard coal for 

power generation

Lignite consumption for            

power generation



TABLE 6

EU Hard coal imports

COUNTRY
1-6 2017          

Mt

1-6 2016          

Mt

1-6 2017          

Mt

1-6 2016          

Mt

1-6 2017          

Mt

1-6 2016          

Mt
Austria 1.8 2.2

Belgium 1.0 0.8 1.8 1.8

Bulgaria 0.5 0.4

Croatia 0.5 0.5

Czech Republic 0.9 0.6 1.0 0.7 1.9 1.3

Denmark 1.4 1.5

Finland 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.8 1.7 1.3

France 7.8 6.4

Germany 6.5 6.1 19.0 20.1 25.5 26.2

Greece 0.2 0.2

Hungary 0.7 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.7

Ireland 1.2 1.0

Italy 8.0 7.5

Netherlands 1.3 1.9 6.6 5.0 7.9 6.9

Poland 1.5 1.0 3.2 2.9 4.7 3.9

Portugal 2.5 1.9

Romania 0.3 0.5

Slovakia* 1.9 1.7

Slovenia* 0.0 0.0

Spain 0.9 1.0 8.5 5.6 9.4 6.6

Sweden 0.9 1.0

United Kingdom 1.3 1.4 2.7 2.4 4.0 3.8

EU-28 84.6 77.3

Ukraine n.a. 1.1 n.a. 11.7 n.a. 12.8

Serbia n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 0.5 0.5

Turkey n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 15.8 16.1

*Slovakia, Slovenia -H12016 imports adjusted, hard coal imports only
Provisional figues are with italics
Source: EURACOAL members, McCloskey, VDKi, national government statistics, Eurostat

Coking coal imports Steam coal imports Total hard coal imports


